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eccnomical ucunlly traveled route. ‘Travel by other routes may 
be allowed when the official necessity therefor is satisfacterlly 


established. 


"10, Indirect-route travel. - In case a person travele oy an 
indireet-coute for his own pertional conventerice, the extra expense 
will be borne by himacii and reimbureezent for expenses will be 
bared only on such charges as Were actually incurred, net to ex- 
ceed ehat would have been incurred by the mont econowical usually 


traveled reutee™ 


h, Travel under the above paragraphs ie reqiircd to be by the 
mor, cconomical usually traveled cutherized ticketed route or one equal- 
sodeg the cont thercol. It is spparen: that any ettcepticne must he justi~ 
ted on the banis of official necessity, or the cost is attributabie to _ 
the employee. Thersfore, if an enployee or hie dependents travel by an 
indirent-route for their cormvenicnce, the eaployee will be reimbursed 
eniy to the cxtent of the charges that would have ‘vei incurred by the 
sont .cononical usually traveled route. Employees ari their dependents 
are autherined to travel by cither air or vessel, and in the event travel 
by ofr is in cxeese of travel. by vessel the excess is allovable without 
rerard to the comparative costs cr transportation by aircraft with other 
moces of transportatien. (Act of June 23, 1938, 52 Stat. 983) 


S, YLlustrative of the above principle is 18 Comp. Cen. O71, wherein 
it wae held that upen a change of rtation the employee*s de,endents may 
procede, acconpamy, or follow him to his new post, and reimbursenent of _ 
the exvenre cf the travel fe limit.d te the cost of travel over the direet 
the fanily accompanied the euployee fron! 

upon change of station with orders te presesd 

La oaenineton, Ute urpose of consultation in the Department of 
State. {t appeared that the dependents could hawe traveled from the old. 

tc the now post via New Orleans at 8 lesser coet to the Governient. It was, 
therefore, held tnat travel by the vessels cf the Delta Lino was more direct 
and econcmicnl than that vie any other available route and, therefore, the 
~ravel throuch that Line was ecnsitered es establishing the shortest ugual- 
ly trnveled reute between the points involved. 


a a 


in that ace 


¢. The Conptroller has also had occasion to comment on the employee's 
right to make altcrnate arrangements «here travel. is not reasonably avail~ 
avle via the tert ecoromical usually traveled rovtc. In 18 Conp. Gen. 973, 
qucting fron the eyllobus, it was helds : 


25X1A ‘where the services of a Foreign Service clerk arp urgently needed 


at hin new port. of duty in [Rand vessels of the Delta Line via 
fiew Crleans - the most economical usually traveled route between the 
points involved ~- are not available for first-clase =inimun accoums - 
dations cxcept at a time which would delay arrival for several days 
over that of travel via the port of New York, travel via the latter 
port is authorised notwitistanding the additional. ex.ense involved, 
but vere earlier arrival woul! not ef iteelf excuse a failure to 
muait Clrsteclass minima accommodations via New Crieane. 
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"Yhether the route via the port of Hew Orleans, cr the route 
vin New York, 8). uld be uced in connection with official travel of 
Toreion fearvice personnel betacen southern points in the United 
rtnteg, ports in countries to ports on 


the east coast of Pa or vice versa, may not be dogided 
reneguly, che rou o be usec being for deternination from the 


cirmun tanece and cenparative ecsts af oach individual cace," 


7. %It dir to be noted that the above decision was restricted to a 
gcneiderstien of the official factors which would serve to Justify the 
wmplovue aeleeting a mece of travel cther than the -ne initially imiicated, 
It is difficult to perectve in what manner an affielal, Juctification can 
hg advineed te autherice on alternate nate of travel fcr the benefit of 
ar emp loroe oc epencente. 4 cannot be ured that their prerence at tho 
mom pert ote osrantial or neccesary in the Interest of the Soverricnt. 
flthouch it ie degirable that an enployee and his depencgents travel to- 
geborc, It fees oot follow thet im ordcur te achieve thic reault that the 
geecene ceste be teorne by the Government. 

3, It ir the opinion ov this offlee, therefore, that the caployoe 


we 


and «ir tepemiente shoul! be Acid to the cost af travel by esirplane fron 


Fan ciere, Calltornia te eee as 1t was the 
mont dircet revte availebie at (he , 25X1A 
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